South Bristol Historical Society
Est. 1998

Newsletter
South Bristol, Maine 04568
207-315-0558 • SBHistorical@gmail.com • www.southbristolhistoricalsociety.org
Volume 15 Number 2

Christmas in August

T

he smell of fresh-cut pine and balsam; the sound of Adeste Fideles from
the wind-up Victrola; the taste of old-fashioned sugar cookies and
Crackerjacks; the sight of toys from yesteryear under the tree - that was
Christmas in August at the S Road
School in South Bristol as created by
the South Bristol Historical Society.
Christmas memories of the 30’s and
40’s from local residents were printed
on red and green cards and displayed
around the room. Several former students at the old schoolhouse, including
Amy Rice Poole, Ramona Thompson
Gaudette, Arolyn Thompson Gilbert,
Cynthia Thompson Dodge, William
Rice and Kathy Poole Norwood, came
to see the recreated Christmas schoolroom and to share stories with each
other and the more than 100 visitors
who came to catch a glimpse of the
past.
Vintage Santas watched from the window sills as youngsters crafted candy
canes from red and white pipe cleanVintage toys under the live Christmas
ers, glued paper rings together, and
tree in one corner of the old
sprinkled yellow stars with glitter to
schoolhouse.
hang on the tree. Some played Pick-Up
Sticks and Tiddly Winks
Deb and Warren Storch of the
Walpole Barn, Kathy Norwood, Sharon
Hawkins, Cathy Stockwell, Ann Doyle,
Gina Riddiford and Carolyn McKeon
were among those who loaned wonderful period toys and decorations to
make the scene complete. Stacy
Winnick of Three Dollops Cookie
Studio made fabulous ‘Christmas
Moose’ cookies with red and white
striped ears for sale, and donated all
the proceeds to SBHS. Cathy Stockwell,
Cynthia Garrels, Carolyn McKeon and
Donna Plummer made sure everything
was in place and that there were plenty
of sugar cookies for all. Stan Wells cut
and mounted the live Christmas tree. A
big thank you to them to everyone who Some of the many children who enjoyed
helped create Christmas in August at making old-fashioned ornaments for the
tree.
the S Road School!
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News flash!

T

he South Bristol Historical Society
(SBHS) has just been awarded a
grant from the Maine Historical
Society’s Community Mobilization
Program to do something we have never
done before. As part of the celebration
of South Bristol’s centennial, we will be
working with grades 5-7 at the South
Bristol School to design and launch an
online exhibit on the Maine Memory
Network website. SBHS members and
South Bristol School teachers have been
learning to scan, design, and write copy
for this exhibit which will tell the unusual story of South Bristol, from its 1915
secession from Bristol to our town
today. The students will choose topics
which can be illustrated with documents and images in the SBHS collection. A preliminary list of topics made by
the students includes schools, the working waterfront, landmarks, organizations, historic figures, restaurants and
stores, roads and the bridge. This particular exhibit may form the kernel for
future online exhibits showcasing the
strengths of the SBHS collection. Stay
tuned as this centennial project unfolds.

Future Programs
and Projects

W

hen the weather turns cold
and the leaves begin to fall,
our thoughts turn to new projects and program ideas for the following year.

Visit the Forties again?
Because of the enthusiastic response
to the “Fabulous Forties” program, we
are considering a repeat performance
next year. One possibility is to get some
South Bristol school students involved,
perhaps with the music or by reading
continued on next page

Future Programs
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Pemaquid Peninsula
History Group

some of the script, especially parts relating to photos of their
grandparents or great-grandparents. We welcome your
ideas, and more photos from the ’40’s are still welcome.

H

ere’s a new acronym for everyone to learn: PPHG.
The Pemaquid Peninsula History Group was created last year to foster communication and cooperation between the many groups interested in local history in
the three towns, South Bristol, Bremen and Bristol, which
were all once part of old Bristol. Bristol’s Phil Averill,
known to many as the author of a wonderful resource
about the area’s one-room schoolhouses called Woodstoves and Backhouses, has been the guiding light in getting this group together, describes PPHG as follows:
“As many as 12 different organizations have been
involved, including some informal groups devoted to the
preservation of a particular building or locality as wells as
formally organized historical societies. The idea is to deal
with issues that a single group cannot deal with or that
needs a larger critical mass of folks to make it happen.
“So far the group has been focused on three projects
with many other ideas in the wings waiting for these first
three to get done. First, PPHG member Kris Poland (Bristol
Town Administrator) offered to pull together a database of
all the historical groups in the three towns. This was to
facilitate contacting the right group when requests came in
for genealogical or history research. This has been nearly
completed.
“The next big project was to look into a climate-controlled storage facility for historical artifacts from the three
towns. It is unlikely one of the groups by themselves could
afford to build such a facility but 10 or more groups working together could justify it and be able to scrape some
funds together. A site is still being sought with some excellent possibilities having been offered. Discussion continues on issues such as how it would be administered and
what type of material needs such a level of security and
protection.
“The third project is to put together a history tour map
for the area. Over two dozen sites have been identified and
described. These will be placed on a map of the three
towns with numbers that relate to a description of the site
found on the other side of the sheet of paper. These will be
distributed to the general public but, hopefully and more
importantly, to every schoolchild in the three towns. The
idea is to get local folks excited about the significant history that has taken place right in own area and get them out
to see something other than the lighthouse and the fort.
This is just the type of project PPHG was established for
since it is way bigger than one group could handle and
spans sites found in all three towns.
“To get involved in this interesting take on history, contact SBHS to find out when and where the next meeting is.
Everyone is welcome.”

World War II Memorial
One project currently on the table is recreating the
World War II memorial plaque that once stood in front of
the old Rutherford Library (now the SBHS building).
While there are existing memorials to those who fell during both world wars, there is no monument commemorating all the local South Bristol residents who served during
WW II. The first task is to research the names of our WW II
veterans. Thoughts on how to compile an accurate list
would be greatly appreciated, as well as ideas for the
design and location of the memorial.

At the S Road School
Every year we like to plan an event at the S Road School.
In 2011 it was an art show featuring the talent of local
folks, past and present. This year, 2012, we celebrated
Christmas in August. One possibility for a program or event
in the future is to outfit the S Road School as a General
Store. Up until about forty or fifty years ago, the village of
South Bristol was home to many stores of all kinds—grocery, clothing, dry goods, notions, candy, hardware, a drugstore, lobster pound and fish market. The school would be
a perfect setting to display items that would have been sold
in these establishments. Histories, photographs, advertisements and stories about these thriving businesses would
provide the backdrop for the displays. Perhaps glass jars of
penny candy, a pickle barrel in the corner, wooden stools
and a checker board by the wood stove—look around your
homes and see what you might be able to contribute!

Let’s Do Lunch!
Where could you eat in South Bristol fifty or one hundred years ago? Perhaps at Farrin’s Lobster Pound or
“Bob’s Lunch” which offered boiled lobsters, sandwiches,
cold drinks and ice cream. You could also get ice cream at
the soda fountain in Ed Gamage’s drugstore—or across the
street at Everett Gamage’s ice cream parlor. Kids bought
penny candy at the drugstore or Chester Clifford’s store
where Island Grocery is now. Tourists dined at the hotels
of yesteryear. Locals whipped up recipes from the Ladies
Aid cookbooks for home or church suppers. Children took
sandwiches to school in lunch boxes like the ones in
Wayne Benner’s collection. If you have menus, recipes,
cookbooks, photographs, memories or any ideas related to
eating in South Bristol, please let us know!
Other ideas on the list are oyster farming along the
Damariscotta River, history of Gamage Shipyard, old postcards, Red Boutilier’s photographs, and South Bristol post
offices over the years—postmasters and -mistresses.
If you have comments about these ideas, or a new idea
for a future project or program—maybe a topic that
intrigues you or a subject you’d like to know more about—
please let us know! Send your thoughts via email to
SBHistorical@gmail.com, leave a message at 207-315-0558
or contact any trustee or officer of SBHS.
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Pemiquid Messenger - Summit House
Ed. Note: The following article was transcribed by Nat Hammond from images of the Pemaquid Messenger on a DVD
donated to the Old Bristol Historical Society and made available to SBHS. Spelling and syntax appear here as published
in the Messenger.

December 1, 1892 Volume VII Issue #18 – on the front page
South Bristol’s Growth – Her New Hotel, “The Summit House.”

I

t was our privilege last Monday to visit South
Bristol, that part of our town which certainly
takes the lead in building activity, and we were
surprised and pleased to note the many improvements that are being made on every hand. Daniel
Berry is occupying his new house and just above it,
on the opposite side of the road, are the foundations for two more new ones upon which work has
already commenced. These will make six new houses, within a gun shot of each other, built within the
last two years. That certainly is a substantial growth
for a country place, and the interests of that part of
our town should be fostered by the voters in every
section. If you have not visited South Bristol very
recently that which will attract your attention most
is the new hotel, “The Summit House” which N. W.
Gamage is having built on the high elevation but a
short distance from his own residence. It is a large
and handsome building, built in the most substan- Front entrance to the Summit House facing west almost directly opposite
tial manner under the direction of Mr. L. A. Gamage, West Side Road.
who lets no work pass from his hands which is not
Boothbay on its opposite shore, presents a view that will
done in a thorough manner.
long be remembered for its beauty. But it is useless for us
By the kindness of Mr. N. W. Gamage we inspected this
to attempt to paint for you pen pictures of the scenery at
fine addition to our town, and were both surprised and
this spot, so we will leave it for your imagination to paint
charmed at the magnificent view to be had there. While the
until it is your privilege to visit the “Summit House” and
ocean is not clearly in sight, the scenery on either hand is
“View the landscape o’er,” beneath summer skies.
grand, and the beautiful picture, as you look across John’s
Visiting it next summer you will approach it from the
Bay and up the river with its islands and sloping shores, can
south over well laid out grounds, with splendid drive ways,
be painted only by the hand of an artist. On the other hand
and from the west by broad stairs from the road to the
the winding Damariscotta river, with the trim village of East
wide piazza.
The interior of the building will not be finished until spring, but the work is sufficiently
advanced to show the arrangement of the
rooms. On your right as you enter will be the
office handsomely finished and on your left
the spacious parlor. Both of these rooms are
fitted with fireplaces before whose blazing
logs it is a pleasure to draw our chairs even in
summer time, and their cheerful blaze dispelling the evening shadows fills the mind
with happy thoughts. From here we pass into
the dining room, and the thought of the good
things which mine host Gamage will spread
before his guests makes keen our appetite,
even now, and we can picture his tables
crowded with guests, each one being carefully looked after, and the tempting and appetizing food being brought from the serving room
The south side of the hotel, probably taken from the road. Both images, courtesy
and the spacious kitchen by the pretty and
of Dave Andrews, are from the first set of Eastern Illustrating postcards taken
around 1913 in South Bristol.
SOUTH BRISTOL HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
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Pemaquid Messenger - Summit House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .continued from page 3
obliging waiters. In the cellar is a substantial stone cistern
with a capacity of 15000 gallons; and a drought will have
no terror to the proprietor of the “Summit House” when
once this reservoir is filled.
Ascending to the next floor we find eleven chambers
studded off and from their arrangement we should say that
they will be well arranged and we know that every one will
be pleasant, and the arrangement of the third floor is the
same, eleven sleeping rooms of the same size as those on
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the floor below. The next floor will afford a chance for cot
beds etc. when the other rooms are crowded. From here
we ascend to the cupola, but we will not attempt any
description of the scene which meets our eye. We could
appreciate the beautiful landscape, but we dare not
attempt a description for we could not do justice to it.
Descending, we note on every hand how thoroughly the
work is being done and everything in and about the building attests to Mr. Gamage’s desire to do all in his power for
the pleasure and comfort
of guests, and know that
we shall prove no false
prophet when we say that
the season of 93 will find
Bristol’s new hotel taxed
to its full capacity. With
this addition to her
boarding accommodations, South Bristol ought
to be crowded as never
before with summer visitors. Rooms should be
engaged now for next
season.
Before leaving the
place we inspected the
miniature lobster smack
which A. & M. Gamage
and Co. are building for
Boston parties to be
exhibited at the World’s
Fair and we venture to
say that this exhibit will
be among the most interesting things there to
thousands of people, and
the workmanship will be
a credit to our state. This
firm does work that
stands, and for that reason there is but little time
in the year when work
ceases in their yard. They
have built sixty-three
steamers and repaired
three times that number,
and they have just closed
a contract for a smack for
eastern parties.
Taken all in all there is
no part of our town that
you can visit where you
will see more business
activity, or find more
things that will interest
you, than at South
Bristol.
SOUTH BRISTOL HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER
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From SBHS newsletter Vol. 1 No. 2 – The Summit House Fire
Nat (Hammond) writes:
We recently had an interesting visitor, Elizabeth
(Gamage) Gove, the daughter of Everett and Elizabeth
(Poole) Gamage, who was born in 1903 in our house on
Four Winds Drive. She related the story of the fire that
destroyed the Summit House hotel on June7, 1918.
‘About daybreak one morning before the hotel opened
for the season, her father went out into the yard and saw
what appeared to be a large wall of fog coming down the
driveway. He soon realized it was not fog, but smoke from
the hotel, which was on fire. The fire department was summoned, and Elizabeth and her mother began moving whatever they could out of the house to the side yard, as hot

embers were dropping everywhere and their house was in
imminent danger of catching fire. Her father and others
covered the roof with wet blankets.
The hotel was destroyed, but no lives were lost, and the
house cam through unscathed. Elizabeth did, however,
lose some of her clothes, which were burned by drifting
embers in the side yard where she had laid them. The
cause of the fire was apparently spontaneous combustion
caused by kerosene-soaked rags. On the day before the
fire, in preparation for opening, the maids had been cleaning and filling the kerosene lamps in the hotel lamp room
(the Summit House was never electrified).

Winter “Wednesdays” are now Winter Thursdays
Join us from 1 to 3 pm at SBHS to work on projects,
get to know our collection—
and have fun!
Miles Family Visitors

N

ever say that having a website isn’t worth the trouble—if SBHS did not have a presence on the Web,
we probably would have missed meeting a grand
nephew of one of South Bristol’s legendary residents,
Samuel A. Miles. A chain of email correspondence which
began in Australia in the fall of 2011 brought Christopher
Miles, whose grandfather William Henry Miles was one of
Sam Miles’ brothers, and his wife Tricia to Christmas Cove
this September. While visiting SBHS co-president Ellen
Wells and husband Stan, Chris and Tricia visited the Miles
memorial in the Island Cemetery, had a look at the buildings on Miles Road which had housed the summer camp
established by Miles, and enjoyed a tour of Miles Memorial
Hospital. A highlight of the trip was going up to the top of
the Miles Tower, taking in the wonderful views, and then
seeing the home that was called “Clifton” when Miles built
it in 1914. This special visit was made possible by Rory and

A family reunion—Tricia Miles, Virginia Saunders, Chris Miles
and Dick Saunders at the Grove Park Inn in Asheville.
SOUTH BRISTOL HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

Charlotte Cowan, present owners of the property; SBHS
trustee Larry Kelsey escorted the visitors around the property. They also attended the SBHS meeting, “The Fabulous
Forties,” and had a chance to chat with several who shared
family memories of Sam Miles.
After the South Bristol visit, Chris and Tricia flew to
Asheville, North Carolina, where Sam Miles’ granddaughter
Virginia Saunders now lives after having grown up in
California. From all reports, they greatly enjoyed sharing
stories about the two branches of the Miles family, separated by an ocean and a continent!

Chris Miles enjoyed a visit to his great uncle Samuel A. Miles’
estate in September. Miles acquired the land and built his
house and tower near Christmas Cove during the first two
decades of the twentieth century.
FALL 2012
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Special Thanks to -

J

ust a few of the many people who have donated
memorabilia as well as time and energy to SBHS this
year: Ramona Thompson Gaudette for the donation
of the red wool coat worn by her father, Herbert
Thompson, as he scraped the snow from the Thompson
ice pond every winter… Gladden Schrock for planting
the marigolds, lupine and evening primroses on the S
Road School property… Ken and Sallie Dowd for donating the old stove and tiny wooden hardware drawers
from the store that occupied the building on the southwest corner at the Gut…Carolyn, Cathy, Charles,
Cotton, Deb, Donna, Gail, Polly, Stan for a hard spring
day’s work clearing brush and weeds from the Island
Cemetery…Betsy and Sam Graves at the Harborside
Café for continuing to sell Down on the Island and A
History of the Families and their Houses: South Bristol,
Maine— 20 books already this year, which means $400
to SBHS…Dave Andrews for hauling mountains of heavy
boxes containing all the remaining copies of Down on
the Island, Up on the Main from Tilbury House to
SBHS…and the Town of South Bristol and all our members and friends for the wonderful support we continue
to receive.

SBHS Officers and Trustees
2012-2013
At the July 19, 2012, Annual Meeting, the following officers
were elected to two-year terms:
Co-Presidents: Ellen Wells & Cathy Stockwell
Treasurer:
Cotton Damon
Historian:
David Andrews
Secretary:
Deb Storch
Trustees elected to three-year terms:
Larry Kelsey
Charles Beaudette
Cynthia Garrels
Carol Kelsey
Continuing as Trustees with two years remaining in their
terms:
Carolyn McKeon
Donna Plummer
Nathaniel Hammond
Warren Storch
Continuing as Trustees with one year remaining in their
terms:
Genie Cole
Sylvia Green
Polly Ulin
Gail Seiders retired from the Board, having served as
Secretary from 2002 to 2006 and as a Trustee from 2006 to
2012. Her years of service are greatly appreciated by all.

