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Join the Celebration!
The formal re-opening and dedication of the S Road

School is set for Saturday, June 26 at 2 pm. A plaque
identifying the school and its history will be unveiled, a dis-
play honoring all those who helped make the restoration
possible will be in place, and everyone on hand will be
able to visit the schoolroom and see the transformation
that has occurred. The school will be open from 2 pm until
4, so stop in whenever it is convenient.

CRIC Announces Grant to SBHS
What’s a CRIC? No, it’s not an ache at the base of your

neck, nor is it slang for a small flowing stream. CRIC stands
for Cultural Resources Information Center, a state agency
that steers small non-profits like ours to sources of grant
money. Thanks to the grant-writing skills of Trustee
Carolyn McKeon, one of those sources, the Maine New
Century Community’s Collections Facilities Grant
Program, awarded SBHS a competitive grant of $763 to fur-
ther our goal of mindful stewardship of our collections.
With these funds, SBHS is purchasing acid-free storage
materials to re-house the valuable H. Landon Warner
archives, S Road Schoolhouse books, Ellen Vincent collec-
tion photographs and other irreplaceable artifacts. Without
such museum-quality storage folders and boxes, and with-
out continual oversight over the state of our collections,
the holdings of the SBHS might not survive for another
generation to appreciate. With the centennial of South
Bristol looming in five years, it is more important than ever
to preserve these collections that tell the story of a vibrant
and independent community.

2010 Program Preview
May Means Movies - this year on May 20 we hope to pro-

vide a “historic” experience by showing some old 16mm
films as well as more recent tapes, accompanied as always
by real (not microwave)  popcorn. Two dates to remember
in June: on June 10 Jay Robbins, Executive Director of the
Lincoln County Historical Association, will relate the histo-
ry of the county which celebrates its 250th anniversary this
year, and on June 26 the S Road School will be formally
opened. The SBHS Annual Meeting takes place at 7pm on
July 15, followed at 7:30 by an intriguing program tenta-
tively titled “Meet Samuel A. Miles and Family,” presented
by Stan Wells. Mid-August will see the first South Bristol
Historical Highlights tour, your opportunity to connect
the words of Lanny Warner’s book A History of the Families
and their Houses to actual residences and buildings. This
first Highlights tour will be limited to the area in and

around Clark’s Cove, Ridge Road and nearby buildings on
Route 129 and will include some locations where visitors
may go inside and other with outside-only access, but the
unique history of each site will be provided. The topic
scheduled for September is “The Scots Irish on the Bristol
Peninsula” with guest speaker Chip Griffin. “What’s In Your
Attic?” might be an appropriate title for the meeting
planned for October at which time everyone is invited to
bring the old postcards, family photos, hotel brochures,
native American artifacts, decorative items that you found in
your attic – or elsewhere – to share with everyone and per-
haps get help identifying people and places. Look for more
program details in the June dues reminder mailing.

SBHS Collection Keeps Growing
The Historical Society center in the old Rutherford

Library building houses a growing collection of photos,
postcards, signs from long-gone local enterprises, letters,
tapes, genealogies and artifacts that illustrate and docu-
ment the history of our town. SBHS volunteers are work-
ing steadily at the enormous task of cataloguing every item
so that questions can be readily answered and materials
located.

Here are just a few of the many fascinating items recent-
ly added to the collection: a large framed certificate of
membership in the Improved Order of Red Men, issued to
Horace Kelsey, gift of Thelma House; Tom and Margaret
Sowden donated a Bell and Howell 16mm projector, in
working order, which will be a great help in viewing and
cataloguing our many reels of 16mm movies; from Margee
Newell, the dress her grandmother Rachel Thorpe Wells
wore at her wedding in 1882 and a fifteen-piece doll’s tea
set brought back from France for his sister Dorothy by
Richard Wells when serving there in World War I; loaned to
SBHS by the Thompson Ice House Preservation
Corporation are the 19 notebooks kept by the late Norman
Hamlin from 1987 to 2005 detailing the operation of the
Ice House over the years; an independent study researched
and written by Bowdoin senior Kelly Thomas entitled “The
Evolution of the Vacation Economy: Christmas Cove, ME:
1870-1930”; and numerous documents and photos includ-
ing much information about South Bristol High School, the
Miles Estate and the South Bristol waterfront, from donors
including Elizabeth House, Dorothy Wright, Ed Sproul,
Mike Hunt, Lynn Drisko, Gladden Schrock, Kathy
Norwood, the Lessner family, Charles Thomas, Sylvia
Greene, the Rutherford Library, Sharon Lovejoy, David
Andrews and Larry Kelsey.

continued on p. 4
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Who Was “Larry”?  What Was the Autograph Library?

What follows are
the answers to
those ques-

tions, often asked by vis-
itors to the SBHS muse-
um when they notice
this large sign in the
center of the back wall.
An article that appeared
in the Lewiston Maine

Journal, probably in
1929, summarizes the
basic facts:

“The one and only very original Autograph Library at
Christmas Cove, founded, developed and maintained
entirely by Larry Chittenden, the Poet Ranchman of
Texas, opened as usual for the Summer season June
20th with Mr. Chittenden in charge. The unique
library which has been fully described and pictured in
these volumes, is a great addition to Christmas Cove,
and it afford much real benefit to the native residents,
who are allowed to take out from 25 to 50 books for
each household in the early Fall when the library is
closed. They are loaned out during the Winter months
and returned to the library in June when Mr.
Chittenden returns from his travels and his home in
the South. Not a book has been lost through this free
generous system in the past ten years, though many
have been loaned and circulated. There are no fees or
dues or fines or costs of any kind connected with the
Free Public Library, but Summer visitors are invited to
donate a good book with their autograph in the hand-
some bookplate which is pasted in the book and
remains as a pleasant momento and souvenir of its
donor in the volume.”

More details about the summer setting in which the
Library functioned were reported in the Bath, Me., Daily

Times and Weekly Independent on or about August 20,
1929, excerpts from which follow:

MANY PROMINENT GUESTS ENJOYING
CHRISTMAS COVE

All About the Only Autograph Library in the World –
Maine and Texas Wedded by Books - 

Notable Names in Library
“The season is now in its height in Christmas Cove.
More and more new visitors are every year discovering
the charms of this truly charming place, “where every
prospect pleases” and all the children smile! Many
handsome yachts have been seen in the harbor, and
automobiles are coming from everywhere…The fash-
ionable casino with its many social functions, dances,
moving picture shows and amateur plays is more pop-
ular than ever. ‘The Venus Cascade Swimming Pool’
under the very efficient management of Prof. Charles

Giles is well patronized on every pleasant day…This is
a favorite resort for the many expert tennis players…
The new Holly Inn has been filled to overflowing since
Aug. 1, but the native residents are caring for many in
their very cosy homes…

“Mr. Alpheus White is now known here as ‘The Santa
Claus of the Autograph Library’ since he has given 250
choice volumes with his signature to our library… Many

Autograph Library bookplate and inscription found inside a
book of poetry by James Phinney Baxter.
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notables’ and authors’ names are now in these well cho-
sen books which number several thousand volumes col-
lected mostly in the Summer months by Larry Chittenden
in the past ten years. [there follows a list of close to one
hundred names, some easily recognized, such as ‘Theo.
Roosevelt, ex-Pres. Woodrow Wilson, Booth Tarkington,
Pres. Coolidge’, the rest not as ‘notable.’]

“On account of ‘The Texas Corner,’ wherein the
books from Texas donors and Texas authors appear,
the Texas papers are very kind and enthusiastic in their
press notices of The Autograph Library founded by
Larry Chittenden, the Poet Ranchman, who is making
this library a great institution for the benefit of read-
ers, book lovers and children and the promotion and
good feeling between the States of Maine and Texas,
‘The Blue and the Gray.’”

The Autograph Library and its founder are also remem-
bered in the Christmas Cove Improvement Association

Centennial History, published in 2000:

“Known as “The Poet Ranchman,” Larry Chittenden
was an eccentric character of the first magnitude,
always signing his name “Larry” Chittenden, complete
with quotation marks. As a younger man, he had been
a travelling salesman in Texas, where he wound up
owning a huge ranch. He also lived for a time on the
island of Bermuda where he wrote and published a
book of poetry, a copy of which may still be found at
the Rutherford Library in South Bristol. 

“At Christmas Cove, he lived in the cottage now
owned by Suzanne Lindblom [which he called “the
Sea Bird’s Nest”]. A man of literary bent, he main-
tained a lending library of autographed books in his
house, the entry to which was adorned by a sign read-
ing ‘Quoth the Raven,’ on top of which was perched a
large wooden raven and underneath, an even larger
sign reading “ ‘Larry’s’ Autograph Library.” … The
Autograph Library stayed in Larry’s house … until his
death [ in 1934]. He was responsible for publishing a
photographic and poetic testament to Christmas Cove,
copies of which are collectors’ items today. Made up of

a series of photographs, each has a line of poetry as its
caption, and the first letters of each caption spell out
“CHRISTMAS COVE.” 

The website “The Handbook of Texas Online” tells us
that 

“William Lawrence Chittenden, son of Henry and
Henrietta (Gano) Chittenden, was born on March 23,
1862, in Montclair, New Jersey, and educated in
Montclair schools. As a young man he worked in his
family’s dry goods store and as a New York newspaper
reporter. In 1883 Chittenden borrowed fifty dollars
and made his way to Texas as a traveling dry goods
salesman. To help pay his way he sent articles back to
New York newspapers. In 1884 he visited Jones
County to look over some land owned by his family
and decided that ranching could be a profitable ven-
ture. Three years later he went into partnership with
his uncle, former New York congressman Simeon B.
Chittenden, and established a ranch at the foot of
Skinout Mountain, seven miles northwest of Anson.

“After his uncle’s death in 1889, Chittenden bought
the estate’s ranch interest and further developed it. He
began to write poetry and, according to legend,
inspired by a comely San Angelo lass, wrote “The Odd
Fellow’s Ball” in 1885. His best-known poem, “The
Cowboys’ Christmas Ball,” was first published in 1890
in the Anson Texas Western. It has been reprinted and
anthologized many times since.

“Chittenden moved from Texas to Bermuda in 1904,
and, in 1909, Putnam’s published Bermuda Verses.
Some years later Lafferty’s Letters was published.
Chittenden’s verse appeared in many periodicals
throughout the country….Chittenden never married.
He died on September 24, 1934 in a New York hospi-
tal after undergoing surgery and was buried in
Rosedale Cemetery, Montclair, New Jersey.”

continued on p. 4The Seabird’s Nest.

The Texas Corner at the Autograph Library.
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SBHS Collection Keeps Growing  . . . .cont’d from p. 1

SBHS is very grateful for each donation that helps pre-
serve the story of South Bristol and make that story more
available to the community. We will gladly scan family pho-
tos and documents or copy tapes and return them to you
if you wish to maintain a personal collection. Please
remember SBHS when you clean out your desk or attic!

Finally, the story of Chittenden’s best-known work can
be found on another website, “Country World News:
Texas Trails: Cowboys Christmas Ball, Dec. 24, 2009:

“One cold December night, in either 1885 or 1887
(depending on the source), a traveling salesman and
freelance newspaper reporter from New Jersey, named
William Lawrence “Larry” Chittenden found himself in
the tiny West Texas town of Anson. He made his way
to the Star Hotel where an annual Christmas dance,
honoring the area’s ranchers and cowboys, was in full
swing. 

“By the time the night was over, Larry Chittenden
was well on his way from being a traveling salesman to
becoming a cowboy and poet. As the young northern-
er watched the couples dance the Virginia reel, polkas
and square dances, he decided to not only commem-
orate the experience by writing about it, but also to
become part of it…

“Larry Chittenden’s best-known poem was inspired
by the Christmas dance in Anson, and was called “The
Cowboys Christmas Ball.” The Star Hotel, where he
had first seen the dance, burned down in 1890, and
his poem was published in the Anson “Texas Western,”

in June of that year as the town sought to retrieve
some of the hotel’s history.
“Though he had dabbled a bit in journalism, he had
never shown a real interest in poetry until he moved
to Texas. He referred to his poems as “the offsprings of
solitude — born in idle hours on a Texas ranch.” A col-
lection of his poems was published under the title
“Ranch Verses” in 1893, and became a national best-
seller, eventually going into 17 editions.
“Chittenden’s poems have been revived by the interest
in recent years in “cowboy poetry.” Some of his poems
have been reprinted here and there, but nothing he
ever wrote compared with the success of ‘The
Cowboys Christmas Ball.”


